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Please mail contributions to:
Center for Working Families (C4WF)  

12605 W. North Ave. #130  
Brookfield, WI. 53005-4629

Serena Steele, Development Director 
Phone: 269-615-7291 

Email: development@c4wf.org

Jim Parks, C4WF Board President 
Email: boardpres@c4wf.org

Our Year Long Volunteers!

In February, we gained 5 YLVs who were serving with Rostro de Cristo based on the 
coast of Ecuador as well as a volunteer from Entre Culturas, an international Jesuit 
volunteer program. 

Please join us in welcoming Lilly, Maggie, Nicole, Pilar, Mark and Steven to our “Family of 
Families!” 

Lilly Williams is from Louisville, KY and recently graduated from Saint Louis University 
with degrees in Spanish and Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences.

Maggie Koch is from Boyds, MD and received a degree in Leadership, Ethics, and 
Organizational Sustainability from Saint Joseph’s University.

Nicole VanVoorhis is from Dayton, Ohio and attended the University of Dayton.
Pilar García Gómez-Luengo is from Córdoba, Spain and received her degree in 

Psychology from Universidad Loyola Córdoba. 
Mark Cheffers is from Worcester MA, and graduated from Catholic University of America 

in DC.
Steven Zichichi is from Healdsburg, CA and received a B.A. degree from Westmont 

College in Santa Barbara, CA in History (and minor in Economics & Business).
These incredible young women and men are accompanying our Social Team on family 

visits, serving in our pastoral care, assisting in the Center’s urban garden project, 
providing aid in our kinder care as well as teaching English to our students in grade 
school and middle school! 

Welcome to our community, Nicole, Mark, Maggie, Lilly, Steven and Pilar! 

Our Service Learning Experience is Back! 

After a long hiatus, our visiting group program is up and running! Since early January, 
we have hosted 6 amazing groups here at the Center. 

Muchísimas gracias to: Fairfield University, University of St. Thomas, Regis Jesuit High 
School, Spring Hill College, Loyola Marymount University and The Catholic University of 
America for your eagerness to learn about our mission, your presence with our community 
and for being men and women with and for others! We pray that your Service Learning 
Experience here at the Center has given you an insight of what community accompaniment 
and empowerment can look like. May your time here help shape your futures and may you 
always remember you have a home here in Quito with the largest “Family of Families.” 

Throughout the spring and summer, we will have the pleasure of hosting 13 high school 
and university groups and we are greatly looking forward to sharing in community with each 
and every participant! 

*If you’re interested in a Center Service Learning Experience, please reach out to our 
Community Director, Olivia Young, at communityoutreach@c4wf.org for more information.

Service Learning
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Love is a Decision

When I was a volunteer here, during one of our 
Tuesday night group reflections, Padre said 
that “to love is a decision...every day we have to 

choose to love.” 
This idea for me was beyond transformative, and I 

have thought about that each and every day since. Padre 
was a very simple man - intelligent and witty, a funny 
guy when he wanted to be, a true believer in “God will 
provide,” and had a no-nonsense attitude with one of 
the kindest hearts. Through his example - both in his 
daily actions as well as his awe-inspiring legacy he left 
with the Center - I witnessed what he meant by love 
being a decision. He shared love in the little things but 
his love was big; and he chose that each and every day. 
I tried to emulate this way of showing up in the world in 
the classroom with my students (especially when they 
had a rough day), with my community as well as in my 
spiritual life. And despite challenges, frustrations and 
stress that may arise, I vow to start each day choosing 
love. 

May we all follow Padre Juan’s example and show up 
every morning ready to share love with those around us!  

With gratitude and admiration,
Olivia 


